
Japan Ship Machinery and Equipment Association

The Japan Ship Machinery and Equipment 
Association (JSMEA) held its first-ever online seminar 
for overseas customers and potential customers on 
Nov. 27-Oct. 18, 2020. The event, “Malaysia-Japan 
Online Business Matching Forum 2020”, was financially 
supported by The Nippon Foundation, and organized 
with help from the Association of Marine Industries of 
Malaysia (AMIM) for the Malaysian maritime industry. 

It was the third seminar given by JSMEA to Malaysian 
partners, with its two previous seminars held locally in 
the Southeast Asian economy. Currently, the COVID-19 
pandemic is making it extremely difficult to organize 
events in other countries and regions and to have 
international interchanges. As such, JSMEA had decided 
to hold an online seminar to respond to the many 
members’ claims that it is still important to disseminate 
information to other nations and satisfy a request from the 
AMIM to obtain information promptly from the Japanese 
ship machinery and equipment industry. 

On Day 1 of the seminar on Nov. 27, JSMEA held 
the opening ceremony on a dedicated website, with 
Mr. Shinzo Yamada, chairman of JSMEA, and Mr. Soo 

Jee Main, acting president of the AMIM at that time, 
giving addresses, respectively. The leaders both hoped 
the Japanese ship machinery and equipment and the 
Malaysian maritime industries will interact more frequently 
with each other, even though the entire world is being 
hit hard by the novel coronavirus outbreak. Afterward, 
14 JSMEA member companies delivered video 
presentations, including online messages from persons 
in charge, to showcase products and services among 
those from the Malaysian maritime industry. At the end of 
the event, Mr. Masaharu Ono, vice-chairman of JSMEA, 
gave the closing address, saying that he would like to see 
parties from both nations hold exchanges and conduct 
business negotiations actively by making full use of the 
website, despite being able to only meet online. 

The opening ceremony was attended by some 
250 individuals—130 from JSMEA and the Japanese 
maritime industry, 100 from Malaysia and 20 from others. 
Until Dec. 18, in addition, a total of 310 more people were 
present—247 visitors and 63 exhibitors. On the dedicated 
website, introductions of and other information on the 
14 JSMEA-affiliated ship machinery and equipment 
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Japan Ship Machinery and Equipment Association (JSMEA) 
signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) with the Maritime 
Industry Authority (MARINA) of the Philippines on June 18, 2019. 

The signing ceremony was held on Day 1 of PHILMARINE 
2019, a maritime exhibition organized in Manila on June 18-20. The 
agreement was reached between Mr. Shinzo Yamada, chairman of 
JSMEA, and Vice Admiral Narciso A. Vingson, Jr., OIC-administrator 
of MARINA. 

At the ceremony, Mr. Yamada pointed out that the Japanese ship 
machinery and equipment industry, which sees Southeast Asia 
as an important market, had so far presented two seminars in the 
Philippines to promote Japanese ship machinery and equipment 
products. The industry would like to contribute to helping the Filipino 
maritime industry grow further by actively providing information on 
environmental and digital technologies, he added.  

Vice Admiral Vingson replied that it is necessary for the Filipino 
maritime industry to continue to develop, as it plays a vital role in 
the domestic economy. To this end, he continued, the Philippines 
will implement a variety of policies to modernize ferries and 
other vessels and develop its shipbuilding and ship repairing 
industries, for example. He said he hoped the conclusion of the 

MoU would encourage the Japanese ship machinery and equipment 
industry to contribute further to the development of the Filipino 
maritime industry by providing support in various ways. 

The MoU signed between JSMEA and MARINA suggests the 
partners (1) exchange information on up-to-date trends in and 
technologies of the maritime industries of both nations, (2) promote 
interchanges between their members and (3) regularly visit each 
other to exchange information and promote personal interchanges to 
develop stronger ties between them. 

JSMEA is determined to actively interact with people from 
MARINA and others from the Filipino maritime industry in years to 
come, taking advantage of the MoU that it signed with MARINA 
in June and those that it concluded in March with the Filipino 
Shipowners Association (FSA), the Philippine Interisland Shipping 
Association (PISA) and the Philippine Petroleum Sea Transport 
Association (PHILPESTA). 
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JSMEA and MARINA executives gather at the signing ceremony.
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Japan  Sh ip  Mach ine r y  and  Equ ipmen t 
Association (JSMEA) signed memoranda of 
understanding (MOU) in late February-early March 
2019 with the Malaysia Shipowners' Association 
(MASA), the Thai Shipowners' Association (TSA),

 the Filipino Shipowners' Association (FSA), the 
Philippine Interisland Shipping Association (PISA),

 the Phi l ippine Petro leum Ser Transpor t 
Association (PHILPESTA) in Malaysia, Thailand 
and the Philippines. 

JSMEA signs MOU with MASA

Ceremony held for MOU with TSA

JSMEA also signs MOU with FSA, PISA, PHILPESTA

Photo shows (from left) Mr. Christopher S. Pastrana, chairman/president, PISA; Mr. Shinzo Yamada, chairman, JSMEA; Mr. Dario R. 
Alampay, Jr., chairman/president, FSA; and Mr. Andronico E. Santos, chairman/president, PHILPESTA

Photo shows (left) Mr. Shinzo Yamada, chairman, JSMEA and (right) Mr. Bhumindr Harinsuit, chairman, TSA 
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1. Introduction—what SSAP targets
To realize safe and efficient ship operations, it 

is important to produce outputs from application 
services that gather a large volume of sailing, engine, 
hull, meteorological, hydrographic and other data and 
organically combine and use these data. Currently, 
however, it is not easy to develop such mechanisms due 
to barriers that stand between different manufacturers, 
systems and devices, and the large amount of labor and 
costs. 

Japan Ship Machinery and Equipment Association 
(JSMEA) has been proceeding with technological 
development, running the Ship Smart Application 
Platform (SSAP) under its umbrella. The SSAP consists 
of JSMEA members; shipping, shipbuilding and ICT 
companies; and a classification society. Assuming 
information integration with related systems of other 
fields of business, the SSAP has developed on-board 
and ship-to-shore information infrastructure to realize 
information sharing between on-board devices/systems 
and various application services. By testing various 
prototypes on board vessels actually operated, it has 
made clear specifications and performances required 
of them and raised their completion levels. Based on 
achievements that it has made through its activities, in 
addition, it has striven to set international standards for 
systems that a ship can share information when at sea. 

2. Outline of SSAP
2.1 Purposes of research

The on-board and on-shore application services 
listed below that use data from navigational instruments, 
engines and other ship machinery and equipment have 
become gradually popular in recent years. 

i) Weather routing;
ii) Optimum trim;
iii) Performance monitoring;
iv) Engine monitoring; and 
v) Remote maintenance
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At the Japan Pavilion, a total of 
17 members—including INPEX 
Corporation; Japan Oil, Gas and 
Metals National Corporation 
(JOGMEC); JX Nippon Oil & Gas 
Exploration Corporation; operators; 
and machinery and equipment 
manufacturers—are joining together 
with support from The Nippon 
Foundation in setting up booths to 
provide up-to-date information and 
introduce cutting-edge technologies. 
Visit us at the Japan Pavilion!

Booth Nos. 7045, 7053 and 7145

EXHIBITORS
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JSMEA to set up Japan Pavilion 
at OTC 2018
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